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Synopsis

Though she came from a wealthy and privileged family, Eleanor Roosevelt grew up in a cheerless
household that left her lonely and shy. Years passed before Eleanor began to discover in herself the
qualities of intelligence, compassion, and strength that made her a remarkable woman. In Eleanor,
two-time Caldecott Medal winner Barbara Cooney paints a meticulously researched, lushly detailed
picture of Eleanor’s childhood world--but most importantly, she captures the essence of the little girl
whose indomitable spirit would make her one of the greatest and most beloved first ladies of all
time. "There are many biographies of Eleanor Roosevelt, but this one is special?Cooney is at her

artistic best." --Booklist
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Customer Reviews

Award-winning author Cooney presents a well-researched and poignant storybook biography of

Eleanor Roosevelt’s childhood. The wartime First Lady of the New Deal, who became one of the
most beloved Americans for her empathy with the downtrodden, was famously unglamorous and
plain in looks, even as a child. Her beautiful and awful mother humiliated the little girl, calling her

Granny, "because she is so funny and old-fashioned looking." Orphaned at nine the girl eventually



found her way to confidence, helped initially by a boarding-school headmistress. The book mentions
only briefly Roosevelt’s later achievements, so a parent will have to supply a little context for this
tale of an ugly duckling who turns into, not a swan, but a fulfilled and happy duck. --This text refers

to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

The privileged though painful childhood of First Lady and humanitarian Eleanor Roosevelt
(1884-1962) is chronicled with tenderness and care in Caldecott Medalist Cooney’s (Emily; The
Ox-Cart Man) memorable picture book biography. Skillfully compressing a bounty of detail, the
author/artist focuses on Eleanor’s emotional life as a childhood "ugly duckling": "From the beginning
the baby was a disappointment to her mother," Cooney begins. The tale ends with Eleanor’s years
at Allenswood, the English boarding school whose gifted headmistress helped transform Eleanor
into a confident young woman. Cooney wisely refrains from specifically naming the Roosevelt
family, allowing children to experience the text as an entertaining story as well as a piece of history.
Creamy, reverently rendered paintings portray fashionable Manhattan, Hudson River Valley and
Long Island settings; Cooney’s intricate reproductions of houses and her recreations of period
clothing and interiors are pleasures to behold as well as visual history lessons. An afterword sheds
light on Eleanor Roosevelt's career (but would have benefited from the inclusion of her birth,
marriage and death dates); most readers will probably want to explore more fully the
groundbreaking achievements outlined here. Ages 5-up. Copyright 1996 Reed Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

This is my childhood book. My favorite book ever! And yes, I'm 20, in college and | decided to buy
this book as my inspiration because life is so hard. | look up to Eleanor Roosevelt because she was
so strong. Through everything she endured, she kept going through her life and helped so many
others in the process. This book is beautiful and will remind your child that no matter what others
may see in them or how they treat them, they’re still someone great, even when the odds are

stacked against them.

What a nicely illustrated and written children’s book about Eleanor’s childhood and young
adulthood. Entrancing for young and old alike. Children will be able to imagine a time gone by, and
their imaginations will be stirred about this wondrous woman. | bought the book for my elderly

mother, as Eleanor Roosevelt is one of her top heroes. She loved it.



Bought this book for a friend who is naming her daughter Eleanor after Eleanor Roosevelt! She

loved it :)

My 7-year-old and | love reading this book together. | wouldn’t suggest it for a child much younger

than that. It’s a little depressing at first but delivers a wonderful moral.

Beautifully simple story about Eleanor Roosevelt’s childhood. | love the illustrations.

this was a gift - the person | gave it to is extremely pleased -

Another good read for granddaughter.

this is a lovely informative book for both young and old.
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